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Is Grand Central Stationgg,ch

Coming To SF?

Sept.21 (ABC7) - Sincethe first humanhammered
togethera lean-toon the chapparaknd sand,San
Franciscohassuffereda uniquetransitheadacheNow
a solutionis possible:a new "grand centralstation" to
replacethe Transbayterminalin downtownSan
Francisco.

Buses,Caltrain,BART, even | gcal Headlines
high-speedrail, would

convergehere.But remember,

this is the placethat forgot
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how. And thereareforcesat work to stop

this projectin ts tracks. More local news... | | Keywords San Francisco, CA Go
)

We live, for betteror worse,arounda

vastcomplexof baysrequiringa vastcomplexof roads,bridges

and tunnels.But we've becomethe secondworse commutecity in the country.

So, imaginea plan marryingregional,andlocal, masstransitin a seamlesseasy-accessnultiple-story,complexundera singleroof, at an alreadyavailablelocation.
Imaginea new Transbayterminal.lt soundslike a dream.

Mike Nevin, Transbayauthority:"This is the biggeststepwe will evertake. This is a systemthat canbe completedby the year2012.1t bringsus all together."

In just four years,with little publicity, regionalleadersanda legion of local interestgroupsunderMike Nevin's Transbayjoint powersauthority, somehowmanagedo
agreeon a new $4 billion dollar, six-story, three-blocklong terminal, smackdab wherethe 65 yearold building now sits.

Mike Nevin: "It's going to build a new SanFrancisconeighborhoodwvith new retail, with transit-orienteddevelopment.”

Stay current! Getabc7news.com veryoneis enthusedEveryoneis optimistic. Thatis, almosteveryone Seethere'sa little problem.

newsreportsdeliveredright to

your inbox for free. enniferRogers,gallery owner:"The fact is thereis a neighborhoodalreadyhere.|If they wantto createa neighborhoodthey

houldgo to a placewherethereisn't alreadya thriving group of businesseand homes."

ocal residentsand businessownerswhosebuildings are slatedfor destructionare circulating petitionsand going to court to
delay the project.

Adolph Gasserstoreowner: "There'sover 51 buildings being takenby the city, someof which are historic buildings."
JenniferRogerssaysthe city let her and othersspendtheir savingsimproving their property and startingnew businessesind nevermentionedthe terminal.
JenniferRogers,gallery owner: "They didn't do due processThey didn't tell anyonewhat they were going to do, and they left us all out of the loop."

And there'sthat otherlittle problem.A mannamedJackMyers hasbrokengroundon a long-planneds1-storycondominiumcomplexat 80 Natoma.And it's on a
collision coursewith the new terminal.

JackMyers, developer:"It's comealonganddecidedto lay downits rail linesin our property."

Myers' building might be savedwith a hugetunnelingproject.

JackMyers: "In the future, they will comealongand borethesetunnelsfor thesehigh speedrail trainsthat comein below our property."
But not everyoneagreeghat'spossible,at leastnot for a reasonablerice.

So now, the boardof supervisorshasto decidewhetherto gambleon a tunnelor declareeminentdomainand force Myers to sell his property.Myers thinks he'll get
his way.

JackMyers: "Absolutely, if | am nothingelse,| am determinedo build this building."
And there'sthat otherlittle problem.

At leasthalf the funding for the terminal projectdependson a massivenew high-speedail system,runningthe lengthof California. The moneywould comefrom a
bond measureput it won't be on the ballot for anothertwo years.

JackMyers: "So the real global questionis doesthe stateof California havethe will to build a train systemconnectingnorth and southand spendthat kind of
money."

In 1945, 25 million passengerssedthe old terminaleveryyear.Now, it's just 7 million. If the new complexcarriesthe predicted50 million it would be an enormous
benefit.

Mike Nevin, Transbayauthority: "They talk abouteconomicstalk aboutenvironment.Peoplehaveto live and go somewherePeopleliving neartransitwithout a
needfor the automobileeverydaymakesnothing but sense."

Sois gettingour own grandcentrala dreamnearingreality, or a dreamemanatingrom a pipe?If historyis a measureyou betterhavepatienceanda full tank of gas.
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