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Is Grand Central Station 
Coming To SF?
Sept. 21 (ABC7) - Since the first human hammered 
together a lean-to on the chapparal and sand, San 
Francisco has suffered a unique transit headache. Now 
a solution is possible: a new "grand central station" to 
replace the Transbay terminal in downtown San 
Francisco.

Buses, Caltrain, BART, even 
high-speed rail, would 
converge here. But remember, 
this is the place that forgot 
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how. And there are forces at work to stop 
this project in its tracks.

We live, for better or worse, around a 
vast complex of bays requiring a vast complex of roads, bridges 
and tunnels. But we've become the second worse commute city in the country.

So, imagine a plan marrying regional, and local, mass transit in a seamless, easy-access, multiple-story, complex under a single roof, at an already available location. 
Imagine a new Transbay terminal. It sounds like a dream.

Mike Nevin, Transbay authority: "This is the biggest step we will ever take. This is a system that can be completed by the year 2012. It brings us all together."

In just four years, with little publicity, regional leaders and a legion of local interest groups under Mike Nevin's Transbay joint powers authority, somehow managed to 
agree on a new $4 billion dollar, six-story, three-block long terminal, smack dab where the 65 year old building now sits.

Mike Nevin: "It's going to build a new San Francisco neighborhood with new retail, with transit-oriented development."

Everyone is enthused. Everyone is optimistic. That is, almost everyone. See there's a little problem.

Jennifer Rogers, gallery owner: "The fact is there is a neighborhood already here. If they want to create a neighborhood, they
should go to a place where there isn't already a thriving group of businesses and homes."

Local residents and business owners whose buildings are slated for destruction are circulating petitions and going to court to 
delay the project.

Adolph Gasser, store owner: "There's over 51 buildings being taken by the city, some of which are historic buildings."

Jennifer Rogers says the city let her and others spend their savings improving their property and starting new businesses and never mentioned the terminal.

Jennifer Rogers, gallery owner: "They didn't do due process. They didn't tell anyone what they were going to do, and they left us all out of the loop."

And there's that other little problem. A man named Jack Myers has broken ground on a long-planned 51-story condominium complex at 80 Natoma. And it's on a 
collision course with the new terminal.

Jack Myers, developer: "It's come along and decided to lay down its rail lines in our property."

Myers' building might be saved with a huge tunneling project.

Jack Myers: "In the future, they will come along and bore these tunnels for these high speed rail trains that come in below our property."

But not everyone agrees that's possible, at least not for a reasonable price.

So now, the board of supervisors has to decide whether to gamble on a tunnel or declare eminent domain and force Myers to sell his property. Myers thinks he'll get 
his way.

Jack Myers: "Absolutely, if I am nothing else, I am determined to build this building."

And there's that other little problem.

At least half the funding for the terminal project depends on a massive new high-speed rail system, running the length of California. The money would come from a 
bond measure, but it won't be on the ballot for another two years.

Jack Myers: "So the real global question is does the state of California have the will to build a train system connecting north and south and spend that kind of 
money."

In 1945, 25 million passengers used the old terminal every year. Now, it's just 7 million. If the new complex carries the predicted 50 million it would be an enormous 
benefit.

Mike Nevin, Transbay authority: "They talk about economics, talk about environment. People have to live and go somewhere. People living near transit without a
need for the automobile everyday makes nothing but sense."

So is getting our own grand central a dream nearing reality, or a dream emanating from a pipe? If history is a measure, you better have patience and a full tank of gas.
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